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Knoydart Powerdown Newsletter 	No 3 Dec  2009

In the year of its tenth anniversary, Knoydart joins national Powerdown programme to reduce carbon emissions in the future...
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Car sharing Scheme
We are working with the Isle of Eigg Trust on a feasibility study for a car sharing scheme on the mainland. 
Tasha and Kathleen from Isle of Eigg write...
“The benefits of a car club include potential cash savings compared with buying and maintaining your own car, less hassle sorting out insurance, MOT and finding somewhere to park, and a reduced carbon footprint.  It allows those who occasionally need access to a car, or second car, with a simple solution; rather than using their own, they book and use a car from the car club.  In this way, car clubs reduce the total number of cars on the road, replacing them with a smaller number of low emission cars available. “
If you want to fill in the survey go to www.commonwheels.org.uk  and follow the link. It only takes a couple of minutes. If you don’t have internet access, call into the office and we can print out a paper copy for you or use the one in WEST WORD.   
If you’d like to work out what you could save by joining a car club you can try the handy calculator on www.carclubs.org.uk  
Philip from Commonwheels came over to Knoydart on 30th November for a discussion about how a scheme might work and gave us some examples of how similar schemes work in other parts of the country. Once he’s finished his various consultations and compiled the survey results he’ll report back.  More inside...
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Community Garden
Volunteer Work Party
Saturday December 5th 
1-3pm
Come along if you can... 
We are looking for flattened out cardboard boxes for using for mulch (please remove tape and plastic). These can be put in the covered polytunnel if you are willing to save them.
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Car Club...
A NEW WAY TO SAVE SOME MONEY, REDUCE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT AND MAKE LIFE EASIER
Tash and Kathleen from Isle of Eigg write...
A car club provides its members with quick and easy access to a car for short term hire. Members can make use of car club vehicles as and when they need them. All they have to do is:
         Book – from as little as half an hour at a time to a week or more - using telephone or internet. The booking can be made well ahead of time, or with a few minute’s notice. 
         Unlock  - cars are located at designated parking bays in the local area and accessed using the member’s smart card 
         Drive – It’s just like a normal car. Simply return the car at the end of your journey. If you have any problems, or need to extend the booking, the car club help desk is just a button push away.  
         Pay - Pay-as-you-go mileage charges include fuel, insurance and maintenance costs.
Rather than just set something up which benefited Small Isles residents, funding has allowed us to extend this research to see whether people living in the wider Mallaig, Morar, Knoydart and Arisaig area might also benefit.  
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Renew is a Lochaber Environment Group initiative to provide information on renewable technologies. Their website has useful case studies from those who have already installed stuff. They organise regular “open days” to look at technologies. If you would like to go, please contact Laurence on 01397 700090 or through their website:
http://www.lochaber-environmental-group.org.uk/
RENEW Visit: 
Saturday 12th December 1pm John & Sheila Goodall  Glen Loy
John and Sheila live off-grid and have the following technologies installed: Micro-hydro, ground source heat pump and solar photovoltaic panels (PV).  If you want to go on this visit please contact RENEW.





An Electric Quad in Knoydart?
We are hoping that Climate Challenge Fund will treat our bid favourably for an ELECTRIC QUAD trial vehicle. The idea is to purchase a 2 seat on-road legal model.  The uses would be for things like:
· Community Garden project- moving seaweed, compost etc around. Dropping off boxes of veg for growers so they don’t need to bring down a vehicle.
· Ranger Service campsite checks and for e.g. picking up rubbish from volunteer beach cleans.
· Carrying out trials on the vehicle to see how far it can go round the peninsula (!) and to try out other uses that reduce use of regular vehicles where possible.
As part of this project we will be able to get an electric charge point put into the Stalker’s Shed to provide secure, dry, overnight re-charging; and the bid includes requests for money for training, safety gear, a trailer and panniers. 
Promoting Local Venison Sales
Hazel Gordon came over in August to help with the venison project and gave us some great advice and information on developing venison which the Trading Company will take forward. Thanks to the Pottery Tea Room and Old Forge for promoting venison on the first ever National “Eat Venison Day” on 4th September.  Promoting the use of local produce can help reduce transport miles as well as providing useful income. We are hoping to set up butchery training in 2010 and are looking at the costs of investing into the larder.  If you can fill in the survey that will help to see how much local demand there could be for a wider range of products.
Renewables
Rab Lees and Karen Paterson from Community Energy Scotland visited us to advise us on putting together a tender document for feasibility studies on some additional off-grid renewables as we will need to apply to the CARES (Community And Renewable Energy Scotland) scheme not to Climate Challenge Fund for this part of the work. More details will be sent out direct to those who live out with the hydro system.
More Ideas...There is still a bit of time to apply for funding for additional community projects designed to reduce carbon emissions. To see if there are any more ideas we can turn into proposals, there will be an informal meeting (with cake, obviously) Wednesday 9th Dec @ Knoydart Lodge 7pm All welcome. Whilst global powers are meeting in Copenhagen for the Climate Change Summit, we can get together locally to see if there are any more ways we can reduce our carbon footprint in Knoydart.  Please don’t travel to the meeting by air as this has been a major criticism of the Copenhagen meeting. 
Reducing Carbon Footprint 
One of the single greatest contributions to greenhouse gases in Knoydart is from use of fossil fuels for space and water heating. Burning just one tonne of coal creates 2.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide. Burning oil for heating also has high carbon emissions. It is estimated that for every 1000 litres of oil that is about 2.5 tonnes too.  However, if your boiler is old or inefficient, or your home is not as well insulated as it could be, you could be burning too much fuel, costing more to your pocket and the environment. 
Converting from fossil fuels to renewable resources can have a big impact on your carbon footprint, but if you can’t convert, making your home more energy efficient will both save you money and reduce your impact on the environment. 
We are working with the Energy Savings Advice Centre Scotland to carry out FREE Home Energy Surveys. Finlay Taylor, our local outreach officer, visited Knoydart last month and managed to carry out 8 surveys and is willing to come over again to carry out more. Sorry to those of you who had requested a survey but couldn’t be fitted in on this visit.  You can book an appointment direct with him on 01397 705712 or freephone 0800 512012, or through Gwen in the office.  The Home Energy Survey is a necessary first step if you want to try and access any grants. 

Love Wood...
The Knoydart Forest Trust is also working to promote the use of wood for heating. If you are currently running on oil heating and might be interested in converting to wood we are aiming to hold an event in February. We are also hoping to have some “Stove Doctor” home visits – a wee check up for your wood burner and top tips on getting the most out of it.

Garden Update
We are waiting to hear back from Climate Challenge Fund about the funding for the part time community gardener and for the infrastructure works to the garden we discussed over the summer. (We should hear around mid January time)

In order to get some over-wintering work done on the garden there will be a volunteer afternoon on Saturday 5th December from 1pm to 3pm.

Reduce, re-use, recycle... please recycle this after use; prefer to receive this on email? gwen@knoydart.org 
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