Community Garden Special Edition  Knoydart joins national Powerdown programme to reduce carbon emissions in the future...By cutting down on food miles....
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Plots thicken...
With the help of the tractor, Bob, Liz and Tommy have been starting to rotovate the plots for individual growing. These should be done by the end of February and be ready for people to get started. 
There are 13 plots of about 50 sq metres
Subject to board approval, the annual rate is going to be £25 (that’s less than 50p a week) payable each year in September. For this year, it’s going to be £10 from now(ish) till the next “year” starts in September 2010
If you want one you need to contact Gwen (at home, in the office, by phone, email, carrier pigeon or whatever) and have a look at the chart of plots and give your preferences for where you’d like to go.  Hopefully people can just choose one; if there’s competition for particular spots we’ll resort to a raffle. 
If more than 13 people come forward between now & the deadline of 12th March, we will create some more.
If all 13 are allocated by the 12th March  and then people come forward after that then we might be able to create some more, but no guarantees (ie) don’t faff about. 
Polytunnel  The furthest polytunnel has been cleared out a bit and we would like to get a new plastic cover on this by Easter  (we’ll need a lot of help with this). The idea for this polytunnel is that those who have individual plots can have some space in here for potting up, potting on and growing prize cucumbers (or whatever). 
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Liz rotovating the plots
Community Garden
Volunteer Work Parties
Sat 6th March  11-1 plus garden swap shop
Sat 20th March 11-1
Plus some weekday sessions 
For clearing ground, covering polytunnel and mulching
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Gates, fencing...Once Ben the Fencer is back in Knoydart (hopefully before Easter) Bob and Morag will be getting their boundary fence sorted out which will go across the front of their property and then diagonally to the gates. There will be an access gate into the garden through this. From the Foundation point of view there will be repairs to the perimeter fence and we also hope to put in pedestrian access gates (one into the policy woods and one onto long beach lane).
Gardener Job!   Are you good with vegetables and volunteers? Can you tell the difference between them?(!) Do you like working out of doors in the rain and midges or indoors in the heat of a polytunnel? Then look no further... But seriously... We are looking for an enthusiastic  part-time community gardener to get the garden up and running. This will involve: organising and carrying out works, getting ground prepared and things planted; organising and helping volunteers in the community garden; liaising with those with their individual plots for growing. The closing date for applications is 5th March and interviews will be on the 12th March.  The post will run until March 2011 initially (on an average of 20 hours per week; though we will expect more hours over the growing season; with less over the winter). The hourly rate is £8.30. There is no accommodation linked to this job. 
Application forms and details from Cath Curd in the office tel 01687 462242 or email cathcurd@knoydart.org. For informal discussion about the post contact Gwen.

What’s the big plan for the garden?
To get some of the infrastructure works sorted out this year – fence, sheds, repairs to polytunnels.
To encourage people to take up plots to grow their own veg in about 1/3 of the garden 
To get stuff planted in about 1/3 of the ground for community food production (for example there is a plan to grow all the veg necessary for next year’s Burns supper...)
To test out some more commercial growing  in the remaining 1/3 of the ground area so that the viability of the community garden can be longer term.
To set up composting and wormeries to recycle  food  and garden waste 
Stuff to Swap or Give Away...
If anyone has garden tools, spare plant pots in usuable condition which they don’t want; old gardening magazines; seeds bring along for a GARDEN SWAP SHOP get together on Saturday 6th March in the Polytunnel.  
Crop Glut
Pit has a glut of Jerusalem Artichokes which he’d like to share out more widely. They are in a creel in the display room and there’s a recipe sheet to go with them. Thanks Pit! 
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