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PRESS RELEASE  

Contact: gwen@knoydart.org tel: 01687 462242
KNOYDART FOUNDATION celebrates 10th Birthday.

 Date:
July 13th 2009


Event dates: July 20th-24th 2009
Knoydart is celebrating 10 years of community land ownership in 2009. Its next event is a Renewables Week celebrating the community’s achievements in getting it’s own renewable energy company. The Knoydart hydro scheme supplies “green” energy to over 70 properties on the peninsula, and has produced more than 4,000,000 KWh of renewable electricity since its “switch back on” in July 2002 after an extensive refurbishment. Knoydart Foundation raised funds through a public appeal, were supported by The Highland Council and received further funding from HIE and ERDF via the Highlands and Islands Partnership. Community Energy Scotland have also supported Knoydart with a number of developments over the past few years including funding for monitoring equipment, training, study visits, advice and financial support. 
During the “Renewables Week”and exhibition will be held in the village hall showing the Foundation’s work on renewable energy over the last 10 years. Two  guided walks will also be held during the week.  “Woodland Energy Walk” will explore the potential of woodfuel and “Tea at the Turbine House”  will be a trip for visitors to see firsthand where the community’s own renewable electricity is being generated.   These events will be open to the public and for more information contact: gwen@knoydart.org or tel 01687 462242.

KNOYDART FOUNDATION plans 21st Birthday in 2020!

Knoydart Foundation will also be launching its “Powerdown” project during the week which aims to reduce C02 emissions further in the future, through new renewable technologies, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and decreasing food miles.  “During the Renewables week, local children will be looking at the carbon footprint of transport, and creating a “Map to the Future!” with their vision of a low carbon Knoydart,” says Gwen Barrell, Powerdown Officer 
“Having achieved financial sustainability in the first ten years of community ownership on Knoydart, we now want to look forward again. In  2020 when the Foundation celebrates its 21st birthday we aim to have made even more progress towards reducing our own community’s carbon footprint. We could even aim to be carbon neutral!”  Davie Newton, Chair,Knoydart Foundation. 
Details of events:

Monday 20th July Renewable Energy for Heat Day
Woodland Energy Walk  Leave at 11.30 back at 1.30  Meet Knoydart Foundation Ranger Base.  Nature walk through Inverie Woods with woodfuel  “exhibits” on the way...! Finish at the village hall for the exhibition.
Wednesday 22nd July Renewable Energy for Electricity Day
Tea at the Turbine House Meet Village Hall 11.30  

A wee talk from Jim Brown, Knoydart  Renewables Ltd + exhibition in hall + the urn will be on....If you’re going up to the Turbine House too, you can fill your flask for free with tea! Bring snacks or a packed lunch or order one from Knoydart Pottery Tea Room 01687 460191 in advance please where possible.  Followed by Guided Walk to Turbine House with Jim and team (4miles round trip).  Some limited landrover spaces may be available rather than walking but must be pre-booked. 
Bruce Watt “The Western Isles” ferry dep. Mallaig 10.15am; dep Inverie  3.00pm Trips are timed to fit with ferry times. www.knoydart-ferry.co.uk 

Knoydart Foundation’s Powerdown Project is funded by Climate Challenge Fund co-ordinated by Community Energy Scotland
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