Powerdown through the post
The inhabitants of Unst will receive a survey through their letter boxes next week. This survey has been designed by Shell Step student Bobby Macaulay, in partnership with Community Powerdown Officer, Mike Smith and Steven Coutts of the Energy Saving Trust to identify the energy efficiency of the Unst households, the percentage of households living in fuel poverty and actions required to save the homeowner money.
Employed by the Unst Partnership, in collaboration with Train Shetland for 8 weeks over the summer, Bobby will collate the information to help him produce a final report and presentation. This information will be used by Mike and Steven  to provide each homeowner with a Home Energy Efficiency Report, detailing what can be done to reduce energy wastage and save the customer money. A thorough report will also give Bobby the chance to win £250 for the best project in the UK.

Funded to the tune of £1.5m by the Scottish Governments Climate Challenge Fund, the Community Powerdown Project is a Carbon Reduction Consortium of 27 rural communities throughout Scotland, tasked with encouraging an energy consumption behavioural change whilst reducing our reliance upon fossil fuels. Unst’s Powerdown Officer, Mike has a number of energy saving projects under development and this survey is designed to gauge the level of interest within the community for energy reduction and the uptake of small scale community run renewable projects.

Included with this survey is information from the Shetland Amenity Trust's Carbon Footprint Reduction Scheme. They are offering energy meters and low energy light bulbs. Also in the mailshot are Shetland Isles Council Waste Services team’s leaflets concerning composting and their recycling facilities. To top it all, there is  the chance to win yourself an energy saving prize:  all surveys filled in and promptly returned will be entered into a  draw to win an ‘A’ Energy Rated kitchen appliance, supplied from George Robertson, Electrical Goods Retailers of Lerwick. 

 

Bobby and Mike would therefore like to urge all recipients to complete the form and send it back quickly.

